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SENIOR WARDENS 


Edward J. Payne 
H. T. Wills 

Frank H. Ratcliffe 
Harry W. Bartling 
Louis H. Fitch 
Edward J. Rowan 
John P. Tenney 
Henry J. Ide 

Isaac F. North 
Louis H. Fitch 


Jonathan E. Harlow 
Charles C. Barton 
Frank H. Ratcliffe 
Henry J. Ide 
William H. Golding 
Louis H. Fitch 
Edward J. Rowan 
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W. Cornell Appleton 
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W. Franklin Fullerton 
Edmund W. Perry 
George E. MacNair 
Amos E. Kent 
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George W. Haines 
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1894-1897 
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Wilbur ]. Stover 


1932-1967 
1968-1970 
1971-1972 
1973-1974 
1975-1977 
1978 
1979-1983 
1984-1985 
1986 
1987- 


1933-1949 
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Isaac Е. North 
William H. Bundy 
Louis H. Fitch 
John C. deMille 
Joseph C. Allen 


Francis Fitz 

Robert L. Winkley 
A. W. Clark 

J. B. Powers 
George M. Randall 
Warner R. Holt 
Samuel B. Paul 
Joseph B. Jamieson 
George W. Pratt 
Henry S. Cross 


Charles H. Fessenden 
Henry J. Ide 

Henry H. Dodge 
Charles B. Moore 

L. Lee Street 

Alan J. Young 

Henry 5. Cross 
Worthing L. West 


Melville D. Liming 
George F. Howland 
John M. Emery 
Elizabeth S. Fullerton 
Richard H. Hopkins 


1911-1914 Frederic Hammond 
1914-1919 George W. Haines 

‚ 1919-1921 Robert English 
1921-1931 A. Stewart Johnson 
1932 

CLERKS 
1893-1897 Sidney S. vonLoesecke 
1897-1899 Frank H. Gardner 
1899-1901 Anthony J. Sabelli 
1901-1906 Amos E. Kent 
1906-1909 Marion D. Underhill 
1909-1910 Irene V. Maloy 
1910-1935 Walter H. Clark 
1935-1941 Irene V. Maloy 
1941-1945 A. Stewart Johnson 
1946-1960 Edwin Hawkridge 
TREASURERS 

1893-1895 Alan J. Young 
1895-1897 John M. Emery 
1897-1899 William A. Bridges 
1899-1942 Robert English 
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1950-1960 Robert English 
1961-1965 Bryan B. Marler 
1966-1967 
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1963-1966 
1967 

1968-1969 
1970-1972 
1973-1980 


A. Stewart Johnson 
Robert English 
Janet H. Marler 

A. Stewart Johnson 
John A. Carey 


1980-1982 
1983-1985 
1986-1988 
1989- 
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1968-1969 
1970-1972 
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Trinity Parish 


TRINITY ASSOCIATION 


962 COASCFS DR. SULLIVAN SO OFTEN SAID, it was by the 


ey G efforts of two women, Miss Caroline L. Hill and Mrs. 
5) Ас € J. Edwards Harlow, that Trinity Parish was founded. 
SE > In the spring of the year 1889 they were complaining 


re | of the long walk every Sunday to St. Paul's Church 
in Newton Highlands which had been founded five 


years before, and wondered if there were enough persons living in Newton 


Dit.” 


Centre who would be interested in forming an Episcopal Church. Mr. 
C. C. Barton said he would undertake this project and on May 15, 1889, 
he sent a letter to those who he thought would be interested in the plan. 
As a result of this letter about 25 persons met at Mr. Barton's house on 
May 17, and a committee was chosen to organize an association with the 
necessary officers and with plans for holding regular services in some 
satisfactory building. 

On May 24, 1889, a society called Trinity Association was organized 
with the following officers: President, Charles С. Barton; Vice-President, 
Francis Fitz; Secretary, J. E. Harlow; Treasurer, E. J. Payne. Several 
committees were appointed, on music, finance, furniture, and one to secure 
a clergyman and the use of a hall in which to hold the religious services. 
The following resolution was also adopted: “This Association shall dissolve 
whenever it shall be formally recognized as a Mission by the Board of 
Missions or as a Parish by the Convention of the Diocese of Massa- 
chusetts, at which time a new organization shall be formed in accordance 
with the provisions made for the purpose.” 

The name “TRINITY” was selected by the founders, because at 
that time Phillips Brooks’ genius was a tremendous influence in the 
church; and it was as a tribute to him and to his church, Trinity Church, 
Boston, that that name was chosen. 


5a 


The committee worked fast, so, on Sunday, June 2, the first religious 
service of Trinity Association was held in the small Associates Hall on 
Pleasant Street. This hall was in back of what is now Woolworth's 
store and was used as a church until Trinity Association moved to Pelham 
Street. (This building was then used by the Newton Centre Branch 
Library until the new library was erected on Centre Street.) On that 
first Sunday, the Reverend Carlton P. Mills, who was Rector of St. Paul's 
Church, was in charge. There were 82 persons present and the offering 
was $22.88. This first service was held at 4 г. M., as were the subsequent 
services while Mr. Mills was in charge up to October of 1889, 

The following January (1890) Mr. Samuel G. Babcock, then a 
student at the Episcopal Theological School in Cambridge and later 
Suffragan Bishop of Massachusetts, took charge until May, 1890. And 
on Trinity Sunday in 1890 he presented a class of nine adults to Bishop 
Paddock for confirmation, the first at Trinity. Then in the Fall Mr. 
Robert A. Holland, a Deacon from the Theological School, conducted 
the services during the winter and spring, 1890-1891, but on account of 
sickness in his family he was forced to leave, and he was able to persuade 
a fellow student, Edward Г. Sullivan, to take the services until the church 
closed for the summer months, and so began a long and illustrious career 
as Rector for 51 years. He was asked to return in the Fall of 1891, his 
senior year at Theological School, and in the Spring of 1892 presented his 
first class of three adults to Bishop Phillips Brooks for confirmation. 

As the time for Mr. Sullivan’s graduation and ordination approached, 
the people in Newton Centre invited him to remain as their first resident 
minister, but he wouldn't accept because of the lack of a real church 
building. Several attempts to raise money for a church had failed, 
although the women had already given $700 to buy land and start a 
building fund. But, on his last Sunday in June, 1892, the people gathered 
around him and promised that if he would stay they would start imme- 
diately to build. Needless to say, he decided to stay and in that same 
month “Trinity Association” was dissolved and Trinity Parish was in- 
corporated, a Parish with its own resident minister and the promise of its 


own Parish Church. 
[5] 
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PELHAM STREET 


On September 21, 1892, a committee was authorized to award a 
contract for the construction of a small wooden Gothic Church. The lot 
of land which had been bought from Mr. Frank Edmands was on the 
south side of Pelham Street about half way between Centre Street and 
Crescent Avenue. Within six months the church was completed and on 
the first Sunday in Lent, Feb. 19, 1893, the first service was held in the 
new church. Phillips Brooks, who had died three weeks before, was to 
have preached at the opening service. Mr. Sullivan had the morning 
service and Dr. Donald, Rector of Trinity Church, Boston, conducted the 
more formal opening service in the evening. 

Most of the furnishings were gifts and many of them were memorials. 
Included in the gifts were a baptismal font, the gift of the Grace Church, 
Newton, Sunday School, an organ, the gift of St. Mary’s Church, New- 
ton Lower Falls, and the furnace, the gift of the Reverend William 
Lawrence, then Dean of Episcopal Theological School. 

The next few years were uneventful, but the church was happy and 
busy and growing each year. However, it was realized that, being located 
on a small street, something must be done sooner or later to find a better 
location on a main street. On April 3, 1893, the first annual meeting 
of Trinity Parish was held at which time two wardens, a treasurer, a clerk 
and vestrymen were elected. 

On Feb. 9, 1894, Bishop Lawrence confirmed the first class to be 
presented in that church, twenty-seven persons, and on April 30 the first 
wedding was performed. 

The next task that faced us was the paying of the mortgage. The 
ladies, as usual, contributed generously to this fund, but it was early in 
1896 that Dr. Sullivan had a call to a church in Sing Sing (later to be 
known as Ossining). The men of the church held a meeting on Feb. 2, 
1896, and pledged $1070 with the promise that the entire mortgage would 
be paid by Easter. The money was raised and the mortgage was paid in 
full as agreed, and Dr. Sullivan stayed. In January, 1897, a committee 


was appointed to consider the formation of a Parish Guild to include all 
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the smaller guilds, and this was the first step toward our Parish Council 
which has proved so valuable over the years. 

Then, in 1898, the year of the Spanish American War, came the 
next great milestone in the growth of Trinity Parish. 


CENTRE STREET 


Under Dr. Sullivan’s wise and loving guidance, the numbers in- 
creased in the Parish to the point that the members were no longer con- 
tent to use the small church on a side street between two dwelling houses. 
So the search began for a prominent location, preferably on Centre 
Street. Suddenly one day it was discovered that the large house and 
carriage house at the corner of Centre and Homer Streets were being 
moved to Grafton Street and the corner would be for sale. Hurriedly, 
arrangements were made to purchase this lot, but the plans were soon 
upset, because the owners now decided to sell all the land from Centre 
Street to Furber Lane as one lot. The banks would give mortgage money 
on the land, but not until the Parish owned the land. That was the 
problem confronting Dr. Sullivan when he decided to see what Bishop 
Lawrence could do to solve the problem. As a result of this call, the 
Parish received a temporary loan from the Bishop, bought the land and 
received the mortgage money from the bank. The Bishop was repaid 
plus a few days interest. The turning point in the history of Trinity 
Parish came on that day when Bishop Lawrence, without a moment's 
hesitation, trusted us with a large sum of his own money, because he 
believed in the future of Trinity Parish. The next problem was to move 
the church from Pelham Street to Centre Street. The work involved 
would have discouraged a less determined man, but Dr. Sullivan was equal 
to the task of obtaining all permissions from the people on Pelham Street, 
from the fire department, telephone company, two trolley companies, etc., 
but the moving was finally accomplished. In the meantime the foundation 
was made ten feet longer than the Church building in order to enlarge 
the Church by separating the front and adding another bay to provide 


a substantial addition in seating capacity. 
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The year 1899 brought us to the tenth anniversary of the Parish, 
which was celebrated on June 2 with a Parish supper and addresses by 
the Reverend Carleton P. Mills, who conducted the first service in 1889, 
and by others who had conducted services before Dr. Sullivan came. 
During the ten years seventy-one persons had been baptized and seventy- 
four confirmed. On January 20, 1907, the balance of the mortgage was 
paid in full. The next step was the building of a Parish House, and on 
March 19, 1911, a contract was awarded for its construction. On Feb. 13, 
1912, the Parish House was completed and opened with appropriate serv- 
ices and a tour of inspection. 

The Easter offering of 1912 was used to furnish the Parish House. 
And so the first unit of our present equipment was acquired. 

The year 1911 saw the inauguration of a robed choir with the 
Women's Auxiliary in charge of the making and maintenance of the 
vestments. Also, in that same year the Men's Club started the Every 


Member Canvass and continued to conduct it for many years thereafter. 


THE WHITE CHURCH 


We now had our land, so much needed, and thankfully acquired, 
on the main street—we had our church building—and we had our Parish 
House, a hive of activity nearly every hour of the week. Our thoughts 
then turned to the greatest step of all, a new church building, a beautiful 
“white dream.” 

In the Fall of 1913 we were planning to build one bay at a time 
made of stone and combined with the little old wooden church as it 
seemed impossible to build the whole new church at once. Part of the 
money was raised for this purpose, but plans were interrupted by an offer 
from one “Mr. John Smith” to give $9,500 to assure us of one-half the 
total needed, $25,000, and he would loan us the other half needed, 
$25,000 without interest. But on Oct. 3, 1914, а definite figure of 
$65,000 was presented to the vestry, which was $15,000 more than the 
original estimate. However, within a week an anonymous donor gave 
310,000 and the balance was soon raised. On May 13, 1915, the corner 
stone was laid by Bishop Lawrence, and as it was being lowered into 
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place, Dr. Sullivan inserted in the mortar an envelope containing the 
real name of “Mr. John Smith” who had made this church possible! 

What would we now do with the little old wooden church in which 
we had spent twenty-three happy years? We learned that the Newton 
Centre playground was in need of a building to provide showers, lockers, 
and a place for rainy day activities, and we decided to give our wooden 
church to the City of Newton for this puropse. The gift saved the city 
about $5,000 and saved us the cost of moving the building. We used the 
old church on Tyler Terrace, from June, 1915, until our new church 
was completed. 

The “White Church” was opened for worship on Palm Sunday, April 
16, 1916. Practically all the chancel furnishings were gifts or memorials 
including the organ which was the gift of Mr. and Mrs. John Е. Milner. 
On that Sunday a letter was read to the congregation from “John Smith” 
cancelling the balance of the mortgage, $25,000. There remained $5,000 
due on the church and $2,500 on the Parish House. On the first Sunday 
in June, 1916, which was Dr. Sullivan's 25th anniversary, this indebted- 
ness was paid in full and the church was consecrated by Bishop Babcock. 

Dr. Sullivan, with his usual forsightedness, was anxious to make it 
impossible to place any encumbrance on our church in the future, At 
a special Parish meeting held on June 19, 1916, it was unanimously voted 
to deed the property to the Trustees of Donations of the Diocese to 
hold in trust for our use forever. The next step was to create an endow- 
ment of $25,000 to be held by the Trustees of Donations, the income, 
after the $25,000 was reached, to be given to the Church for use in keeping 
the property adequately insured. The first check was received from the 
Trustees in 1946, and we have been receiving checks regularly each year 
since. 

Our first stained glass window was installed over the Altar (the 
gift of Mrs. Kittredge), designed and executed in 1918 Бу Mr. Roberts. 
He also designed all the windows in the Transept. During the war years, 
1915-1918, the Parish House was the workroom for the Newton South 
Allies Relief Association who later gave us the tablet which hangs in the 
entrance hall of the Parish House. On Sunday, Nov. 2, 1919, a memorial 
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service was held for the six Trinity Parish boys who gave their lives in 
the war, dedicating the War Memorial and Honor Roll that occupies the 


rear of the church. 


1920s Амр 1930s 


The end of the war had come and, with our increasing congregations, 
we found it necessary to have more room. It was decided to build a 
transept, and through the kindness of Mr. John H. Johnson who do- 
nated $40,000, this welcome addition was opened on March 20, 1921. At 
the same time, our “yellow room” became part of the project, bringing 
the total cost to $46,000. In the year 1920 the first of the Fitch windows 
was installed by Mr. Roberts and later all the other windows on the south 
side of the transept were given as memorials to members of the Fitch 
family. 

The early 19205 were busy years. The Men's Club had a member- 
ship of about 120, the Women's Auxiliary 117 members, and the choir 
34 members. Also active were the Girls Friendly Society, the Church 
Periodical Club, the Parish Council, as well as the Junior Choir. Pledges in 
1925 amounted to $23,048 and for 1929 had increased to $28,109. 


In December, 1924, upon the death of its owner, Abbie Young Burr, 
the property at 983 Centre Street was left for Dr. Sullivan’s own use, and 
when Mr. Morris came it was used, as Mrs. Burr had hoped, for our 
Rectory. Then in 1925 we acquired what is now Trinity House, which 
has been used for so many years for our Church School. Later, the 
Children’s Chapel was built in the house complete with Altar, hangings, 
a Cross and other necessary appurtenances. 

In 1927 Miss Lola White became our Director of Religious Educa- 
tion and Miss Alice Hansen was Dr. Sullivan’s secretary. Both stayed 
with us until his retirement in 1942. In 1931 he was offered the position 
as First Canon of St. Paul’s Cathedral, but fortunately for us he refused. 
Then in 1933 the depression found us in trouble and it was necessary 


to reduce all salaries temporarily. 
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During 1937 all nine memorial windows on the south side of the 
clerestory were designed and installed by Mr. Connick. On Dec. 12, 1937, 
the large window at the east end of the Church was consecrated in honor 


of Dr. Sullivan. He always referred to it as “my” window. 


1940 CHANGES 


At the annual meeting in January, 1940, it was voted to have a 
rotating Vestry, each man to serve for three years and then be ineligible 
for one year. In order that there would be continuity, four men were 
elected for one year, four men for two years, and five men for three years, 
and thus there would always be thirteen men on the Vestry, and this 
method would also give more men an opportunity to serve the Church. 

June, 1941, saw the Golden Anniversary of our beloved Dr. Sullivan. 
On June first, Bishop Sherrill confirmed a class of fifty persons. On 
June 8th Dr. Herrick of the Andover Newton Theological School 
preached the sermon and in the afternoon Dr. Sullivan received a gift 
of an annuity and in the evening he was given an enthusiastic reception 
at the Newton Centre Women’s Club, with many gifts and remembrances 
from his parishioners and friends. It was truly a Golden Anniversary. 

Then on Jan. 9, 1942, the day came, which we all knew must come, 
when Dr. Sullivan submitted his letter of resignation to the Vestry 
which was accepted, but we could not let him go. He was elected 
Rector Emeritus and was granted a generous pension in addition to his 
annuity. On Easter, 1942, he conducted his last service as Rector of 
Trinity Church. 

On April 10, 1942, the Rev. Frederick М. Morris of Grace Church, 
Salem, wrote a letter of acceptance stating that he would come to us as 
our second Rector on August 1, 1942. It is noted in the records that the 
vestry bought him a new car for $550. 

Under Mr. Morris the Servers Guild was organized and the Altar 
Guild was augmented to include the necessary chapters for the more 


meaningful and effective service to church worship. The “tiles for the 
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aisles” were installed in 1944, as were the pews and Altar in the Chapel. 
Also in 1944 Trinity Associates was founded by Mr. Ernest V. Alley to 
provide extra money to the Church for special puropses. All men of е 


Church are invited to join by paying annual dues, part of which would 
be added to the principal of the fund. In the next ten years it had do- 


nated over $6,000 to the church, and continues to help us every year. 

In June, 1945, consideration was given to the fact that there was a 
growing necessity for a larger and better Parish House. In that year we 
received a gift of $2,000 for this purpose, followed by other gifts and 
pledges. 

On June 6, 1948, Bishop Nash dedicated the war memorial on the 
Reredos over the Altar in memory of the four boys who gave their lives 
for their country. 

At a special meeting of the Vestry held July 21, 1948, Mr. Morris 
tendered his resignation as our Rector to become Dean of St. Mark’s 
Cathedral in Minneapolis. The Vestry accepted his resignation with 
deep regret. We were fortunate to secure the services of Rev. Henry E. 
Edenborg to act as Priest-in-Charge from October 1, 1948, to December 
31. On October 15, 1948, it was voted to extend a call to the Reverend 
Howard R. Dunbar of Bayside, Long Island. He accepted and came 


to us as our third Rector on Jan. 1, 1949, 


THE 1950s 


For several years, various legacies had been left to the parish. At the 


urging of Mr. Sidney vonLoesecke, the annual meeting in January 1952 


formed a Trust to incorporate both the present legacies and all future leg- 


acies or gifts into one fund to be known as the Second Endowment Fund. 
In 1963, the name was changed to TRINITY MEMORIAL FUND. The ori- 
ginal amount of this fund was $4,512.02, and by Dec. 31, 1963, the mar- 


ket value had grown to $43,350.59. 
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On May 8, 1952, the Rev. Edward Taylor Sullivan, D.D., passed away 
in his 91st year. His “White Church” will always be a reminder of the fifty- 
one years that he was our Rector, and those who knew him personally 


will never forget him. 


The following resolution was passed by the vestry: “Resolved that 
the Rector, Wardens, and Vestry of Trinity Parish, Newton Centre, Mas- 
sachusetts, favor and approve the proposal that the earthly remains of 
Dr. Sullivan be placed within the fabric of the Church Building in a suita- 
ble and adequate manner”. His ashes were subsequently placed in a small 
vault, in the basement wall nearest the High Altar. In addition, an appro- 
priate memorial tablet has been placed in the Sanctuary. 

During the 1950s, many changes were made in the church. In 1950, 
the beautiful red carpet was laid in the main aisle, chancel and Sanctu- 
ary. The memorial windows in the east end of the chapel were complet- 
ed. The last of the memorial windows on the north side of the clerestory 
were completed. Cushions for the pews in the church were installed, the 
gift of Mrs. Charles F. Washburn. 

In December 1954, with the necessary permission from the Court, the 
old Rectory at 983 Centre Street was sold, and Mrs. Milner's house at 12 
Ridge Avenue was purchased for $20,000, which was below the market 
price, to be known as the “Abby Y. Burr and Ada B. Milner Memorial 
Rectory”. 

The most important event in the 1950s was the erection of the Edward 
T. Sullivan Memorial Parish House, on Furber Lane next to the church. 
Our Senior Warden, Mr. W. Cornell Appleton, donated his services as 
architect. In October 1952, Mr. Vaughn Monroe and his band gave a fund 
raising concert and dance at the Totem Pole. Along with other donations, 
we had accumulated enough funds to start. The foundation was laid in 
late 1955. On June 24, 1956, the parish voted to accept the bid for the con- 
struction of the building. Sixteen months later, on October 27, 1957, the 
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Parish Hall was dedicated. And on June 13th, 1962, the final payment 


was made on the loan. The total cost was about $205,000. 


Three groups were organized in the parish during this period, and 
they were of invaluable help during these demanding years. TRIMARCO 
was organized in 1952; PAIRS AND SPARES was organized in 1956; and 
TRINITARIANS was organized in 1957 for members “over 50”. 


Tre 1960s 


As the parish entered the 1960s, the results of major movements in 
the ethnic groups in the metropolitan area began to have a profound ef- 
fect on Trinity. Having reaching a peak in the middle 1950s of about 1800 
adults, the congregation began a rapid downward trend that was to go 
on for years. The tide of Christians who began to move out of Newton 
included hundreds from the parish. By the end of the decade, less than a 
fifth of the once large congregation remained to carry on. All of the pa- 
rish programs began to feel the loss of membership, leaders, and wor- 
kers. Pairs and Spares, Trinity Men's Club, and Trimarco were disbanded 
because of lack of members. Trinity Associates also suffered a similar fate. 
The choir lost members and the Fall Fair shrank. The Sunday School and 
youth groups were greatly reduced in numbers. It soon became apparent 
that parish finances were also being squeezed. Over a period of time, The 
Curate, The Director of Christian Education, and the Sexton were all 


dropped from the paid staff. 
Along with the great changes taking place in the congregation, the 


various buildings owned by the parish began to show signs of age. The 
2nd floor apartment in Trinity House was given cosmetic help, and the 
Rectory was refurbished. About 1965, following a fund drive, a major 
overhaul of the Pipe Organ began. Mrs. Gardner loaned her living room 
Hammond spinet organ to the church, that we might have some music 
in the interim. Her little organ sat in the chancel for about 3 years before 
the Organ was releathered, revoiced, and the new console was in place. 


Then, as the decade ended, the interior of the Church was painted. 
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The 1970s 


After a long tenure of 28 years, Мг. Dunbar felt that the time had 
come for him to retire. He submitted his resignation to the Annual Meet- 
ing of the Parish on January 23rd, 1972, and it was accepted with deep 
regret. The Rev. Carl P. Ijams was elected rector at a Parish Meeting on 


May 28th, 1972 and assumed his responsibilities on September 1st. 
The Parish budget for 1971 showed receipts of about $63,000 and the 


endowments totaled nearly $150,000, providing a firm financial footing. 
The Trinitarians group was revitalized and the Fall Fair set in motion. 
Pairs and Spares was reactivated for the younger people in the parish. 
The Sunday School was reorganized, after having suffered a serious set- 
back the year before, through combining with the Congregational Church 


in a week-day program. The Youth group was given regular leadership. 


The decade of the 1970s saw a period of high inflation and unusual 
demands on the finances of the parish. This fiscal pressure was exacer- 
bated by the continued slow decline in the number of pledges, as the pa- 
rish continued to become smaller. Certain financial disaster was averted 
through the extraordinary good fortune of the parish, when during the 
1970s it received a number of substantial bequests to its endowment 
funds. Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Jaureguy, Mrs. Margaret Colony, Mrs. 
Alma Meeker, Miss Sylvia Meadows, Mrs. Florence Davidson, Captain 
and Mrs. Harold Keller, Miss Katharine Dodge, and Mrs. Amie Clark are 
among those, whose large bequests to the Memorial Funds so substan- 
tially increased our income as to enable us to meet our needs and survive. 
By the end of the decade our Annual Budget had almost reached $100,000, 
and the endowments had passed $800,000. 


КЕМОУАТЮМ 


In 1973, it became apparent that the physical condition of the Church 
property was at the point of becoming serious, if nothing were done to 
care for it. The vestry has consistently felt that they must make repairs to 
a problem while it is still small, otherwise the costs might skyrocket be- 
yond our ability ot meet them. 
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The parish then undertook a long program of renovation, that has 
gone on until 1989. With three exceptions, it was paid for with cash in 
hand, though the cost has exceeded several hundred thousand dollars. 
The first major project was to repoint and waterproof the stonework of 
the church itself. With a low bid of about $20,000, it was necessary to un- 


dertake a fund drive in order to finance this project. 


Many other projects followed that one. The newly organized Bou- 
tique set aside most of its income toward various projects. The Parish 
Council made generous donations. The Vestry allotted as much money 
from each year's budget as was possible. Thus the program moved along: 
the aisles of the church and chapel were carpeted; the inside of the new 
parish house was painted; the inside of the old parish house was paint- 
ed; the Yellow Room partition was removed and the room renovated, 
and carpeted; carpet was installed in the halls and dining room of the old 
parish house; a new #1 furnace was installed and both #1 and #2 furnaces 
were converted to gas; a new hot water heater; a new dishwasher for the 


new kitchen. 


The choir room was renovated into an office and rented to the Lutheran 
Service Association as an office for its Refugee Children's Program. The 
2nd floor apartment in Trinity House was then renovated; the rectory 
painted; storm windows installed on the old parish house; the first group 
of church windows were covered with lexan; and toward the end of the 
decade, with the aid of a bank loan, a major project was undertaken 
which included new copper for the roof of the church, a fire alarm sys- 
tem for the church and parish house, and a burgler alarm system for the 


church and parish house. 


Special acknowledgement must be made to the dedicated leadership 
which the wardens gave to these projects over the years. Mr. George E. 
MacNair, Mr. Edmund W. Perry, Mr. Amos E. Kent, Mr. Wilbur J. Sto- 
ver, Mr. Frederic Hammond, Mr. George W. Haines, and Mr. Robert En- 
glish all made extraordinary contributions of time and talent in helping 


us meet these obligations. 
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During the 1970$ the Memorial Funds had grown to such a size, that 
it was felt that professional management and custodianship was neces- 
sary. Heretofore, several parishioners with personal experience in finance 
had volunteered their time to supervise our investments. Mr. Young, 
Mr. Simonds, Mr. Wu, Mr. Perry, Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Chin, and Mr. Kent 
were particularly involved. Now, however, the responsibility was becom- 
ing very great. А vestry committee began the long project of redrawing 
the Trust Instrument for the professional management of our funds, and 
searching for the best organization to take over this responsibility. In 
1979, the Trust Instrument for the Memorial Funds of Trinity Church 
was adopted, and First National Bank of Boston was selected to manage 


our funds for us. 


As fuel costs soared during the 1970s, it became obvious that anytime 
we could use the chapel rather than the church, during the winter, this 
would result in a substantial saving. The chapel already had a separate 
thermostat for its heat, and with the moveable wall it could be shut off 
from the church. All that was needed was a small organ. Miss Millicent 
Bentley donated the money for this purpose, and in 1978, a small Conn 
was purchased. It was almost immediately put to the test, during the cold 
winter weather. 

In 1978, the rector and the Rev. Robert L. Griesse, of the Lutheran 
Church of the Newtons, began serious ecumenical conversations. With 
the guidance and approval of our respective bishops and ecumenical of- 
ficers, our two parishes entered into a special relationship that has con- 
tinued to grow closer. The pastors meet regularly for conversation. The 
parishes join twice each year for joint worship services. During the sum- 


mer, the pastors supply for each other's vacations. 


Our ecumenical experience with the Lutheran Church has contribut- 
ed substantially to the national conversations between our two denomi- 
nations. This has since resulted in a national relationship of Interim 
Communion. We are very proud of our leadership in this momentous 


and historic effort. 


[19 ] 


Tre 1980s 


1980 was barely a few weeks old, when the parish was saddened by 
the unexpected death of the former rector, The Rev. Howard R. Dunbar, 
who was rector of Trinity Church from 1949 to 1972. The vestry voted 
that: special recognition, of Mr. Dunbar's long and great contribution to 
the life of the parish, would be made by re-naming of the Yellow room in 


his honor, hereafter to be known as the Dunbar Room. 


The new Prayer Book was approved by the 1979 General Convention, 
and Trinity began using the new book early in 1980. The panic, that some 
had felt over the new book, soon proved to be groundless and our wor- 
ship services continued to live up to the high standards of our parish 


tradition. 


The first floor of Trinity House had been empty for many years. The 
time seemed appropriate to use it for some good purpose. Consequently, 
it was thoroughly renovated and leased to an educational organization 
which runs a pre-school nursery program. After the renovations were 


paid for, the church has since received rental income from them. 


Soon after this, the parish was approached, by a Mental Health group 
which runs a program in the basement of the Lutheran Church, about the 
availability of space. After much consultation, discussion with city author- 
ities and with our neighbors, the parish undertook a major renovation of 
the 2nd floor of the old parish house. A substantial bank loan was needed 
to fund this project. NEWW Center (now: Community Support Systems) 
then leased that area from the church. Along with the Nursery School and 
the Refugee Childrens Program, we now had three tenants. 

Trinity joined with the Lutheran Church in a joint sponsorship of a 
refugee family from Cambodia. Along with initial funding, food, and cloth- 
ing, we helped them in finding shelter, a job, and local contacts. 

The renovation program continued into the 1980s uninterrupted: The 
Sunday School and Nursery rooms of the New Parish House were reno- 


vated and partitions installed, making four rooms out of two; the Nursery 
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and Sunday School then moved into these new quarters; The Boutique 
expanded into the Keller room; a new roof was put onto the flat roof over 
the rector's study and hallway, and the skylight removed from the Dunbar 
room; new office equipment was bought for the office .... copier, stencil 
cutter, mimeograph, typewriter, and computer; the final group of church 


windows were covered with lexan. 


In 1981, the parish was saddened by the death of Dr. Franklin P. Hawkes, 
who had, for many years, been the Lay Reader of Trinity Church. Dr. 
Hawkes was a man of great devotion. His participation in our worship 
was done in such a spiritual and loving manner, that merely to hear him 
read the Word of God was a moving experience. He was the only Lay 
Reader in the Diocese at that time who was licensed to preach his own 
sermons. His passing was deeply felt by all who knew him. 

In the middle 1980s, the parish was approached by a local Jewish Tem- 
ple interested in using our gym on Saturday mornings for their services. 
Very little was required in order to accommodate their requirements, and 
thus our fourth tenant moved in. Because they frequently used the facili- 
ties on the lower floor, it soon became evident that adjustments would 
have to be made. A new door to the Women’s room was cut through the 
wall, directly into the hallway, and the old door into the Powder room 
was sealed up, thus gaining a room for group use. At the same time, the 
facilities in the shower room were removed, an archway cut to connect it 
with the Boutique, and the room renovated, giving us another room to 
use for the Boutique. 

The 1983 General Convention authorized a new Hymnal for the church 
replacing the old 1940 Hymnal. Through the contributions of our parish- 
ioners and a memorial to Dr. Harold E. Tingley, we were able to order 
new hymnals for the church. They were delivered in late 1985, and by 
January 1986 they were in the pews and we were beginning the long pro- 
cess of learning the new chants, and new communion music, and new 


hymns. 


In May 1985, the parish celebrated the 40th anniversary of our church 
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secretary, Miss E. Nancy Cobb. Following a special Sunday Morning ser- 


vice, on May 5th, a reception was held honoring “Our Nancy”. 


The renovation work continued: the outside woodwork on the church 
and new parish house needed attention, and was painted and varnished; 
both furnaces in Trinity house and the furnace in the rectory were replac- 
ed; likewise the hot water heaters had to be replaced in both locations. A 
major roofing program was then undertaken, which resulted in new roofs 
for Trinity House, for the side aisle of the church, and for the Chapel. The 
Rowbotham room and the Water heater room in the New Parish house 
were renovated and assigned to the Boutique, which now occupies five 
rooms; the leaded windows, in the rector's study and the office below it, 
were covered with lexan; cement work was done on the church steps, 
walks, and sidewalk wall. 

The vestry had, for some time, felt that the tiny chalet type church 
sign in front of Trinity was far from reflecting the beauty of our church. It 
contracted with the Heron Sign Company to erect a beautiful new church 
sign at the front corner of our property. As it turns out, few of the things 
that we have done have attracted the public attention and approval as 


much as that new sign. 


With the aid of a small bank loan, several projects were done to the 
church itself: asbestos was removed from beneath the church; repairs 
were made to some of the walls of the church; and new lights were in- 
stalled in the church to compensate for the loss of light through covering 
the windows with protective lexan. 

In the middle 1980s, Trinity was approached by a small religious 
group, of an inter-denominational and inter-racial character, looking for a 
place to hold their Sunday afternoon services. They soon began using our 
chapel and Dunbar room for their services on Sunday afternoon, and 
thus Trinity acquired its fifth tenant. But not for long. In 1988 the Refugee 
Children’s Office moved out of its office to acquire larger quarters. This 
reduced us back to four tenants. However, the space did not long remain 
vacant. The NEWW Center on the second floor was in need of more space, 


and rented the vacated office for their own use. 
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During the summer of 1987, Trinity was saddened by the sudden 
death of Mr. George W. Haines, former Sr. and Jr. Warden of the parish. 
Because of George's interest in our music program, his wife Mrs. Frances 
Haines and family donated a new piano for the Dunbar room as a memo- 
rial to George. 

Through the donation of Mr. and Mrs. Josef Polak and other gifts, a 
set of 17 Whitechapel hand bells were ordered for Trinity Church. After 
about two years wait, they were delivered in 1988. A team of ringers was 
soon performing for our Worship Services. And finally, looking forward 
to our 100th anniversary, the Boutique has replaced the old pew cushions 
with new tailored cushions, and recovered the kneelers, so that the pews 
will look beautiful for our anniversary. 

Just before Christmas 1988, we received a major bequest from the es- 


tate of Douglass B. Francis, which added substantially to our endowment. 


May 24th, 1989 
CENTENNIAL OF TRINITY PARISH 


And so as we celebrate our 100th Anniversary as a parish and honor 
all those who have played a role in the story of Trinity Church, we also 
look forward to entering a new century of “being about our Father's busi- 
ness” here in Newton Centre. 

As we enter our 101st year, we do so with a small but loyal congrega- 
tion, dedicated to carrying on the tradition of faith that they have receiv- 
ed. We have several things to pass on to these next generations. By 1989, 
our endowments have grown to about $1,800,000, which represents great 
stability in maintaining our parish as a living entity. Our annual budget 
has reached about $170,000, which means that with proper allocations we 
can function as a proper parish doing the Lords work and in addition 
maintain the church property in its present good condition. We pass into 
the hands of a new generation a glorious Temple of the Lord, that is one 
of the architectural jewels of New England. According to the diocesan re- 


ports, our insurance valuation for our parish property is almost $9,000,000. 
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This is the second largest valuation in the diocese, exceeded only by Tri- 
nity Church, Copley Square. 
Thus we enter our second century. We sail in a glorious ship. The 


crew 15 small but well trained. And thus we venture out under full sail. 


We have diocesan involvements. 
We have ecumenical involvements. 
We participate in local charitable work. 
We have outreach efforts. 
We have devotional and service groups. 
We carry on a noble tradition of Divine Worship, celebrating the sacra- 
ments, preaching the word, going out into the world to give personal 
service. | 

Thus we follow the promptings of Our Lord, as he leads us to do His 
Work, at this time and in this place. This is our calling. And for one hun- 
dred years, the people of Trinity have faithfully answered the call of the 
Lord. 
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